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CARA HAYMES — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Member for Kalgoorlie 

MS A.E. KENT (Kalgoorlie) [12.55 pm]: I rise today to pay my respects and pay tribute to my beautiful friend 
and manager of the Museum of the Goldfields, Cara Haymes, who sadly lost her battle earlier this week. Cara was 
a dear friend for many years, but she was also an incredible and passionate member of the goldfields community. 
It is safe to say that anyone who met her would never forget her. Her work at the museum brought the attraction to 
a peak visitor destination, and her drive and ambition made sure that every opportunity was taken to build exemplary 
service through her amazing team. It was Cara’s desire to establish an Aboriginal bush food and medicine garden 
to preserve the link that Aboriginal people have with food and the land, and to share their knowledge. She was aware 
that there was nothing like it in the goldfields and that it would make a unique feature as well as be an educational 
tool. The Western Australian Museum Boola Bardip had hoped that Cara would live to hear that this garden will 
be established in her honour, but, sadly, Cara’s health went downhill rapidly. It will now go on to be created and 
dedicated in her memory as a lasting reminder of the amazing person that she was. She had been fighting an 
aggressive cancer for two years and endured the most intensive and painful treatments. She had known the inevitable 
prognosis for most of the time but somehow managed to continue working with enthusiasm and positivity and, in 
true Cara style, she kept her humour to the end. 
My thoughts are with Cara’s family and friends at this difficult time, especially her parents who travelled from Canada 
and who got to spend those last precious hours with her. To Maddie and Hunter, know your mum was incredibly 
brave and her memory will live on in everyone she knew and who loved her. I will miss you, my friend. 
Vale, Cara Haymes. 
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